185. SPEECH AT CONDOLENCE MEETING, CALCUTTA*

June 26, 1925

Mahatma Gandhi then said that the Gujarati community simply did
their duty in framing the resolution and nothing more. The 18th day of June
was a day when it was an occasion to show mourning at the death of Desh-
bandhu and he believed most of them present in the meeting had attended
the funeral procession of Deshbandhu. He said he had akeady appealed
for raising of a fund of at least ten lacs of rupees to commemorate the memory
of Deshbandhu on the lines laid down by him in the document which might
be called the will of Deshbandhu. He was at present absorbed in the task
and when Seth Anandji Hari Das and other friends approached him request-
ing him to preside over this function, he had distinctly given them to under*
stand that he expected a response from the Gujarati community to his appeal
in a befitting manner.. He enquired if they had made any collection to contri-
bute their quota, but was disappointed to see that no such previous arrange-
ment was made. He was a practical man and he did not like to waste a single
minute he had at his disposal to raise the fund, and he hoped in the meeting
he had come to receive the quota of the Gujarati community to Desh-
bandhu Memorial Fund. In conclusion he said that it was always his habit
to speak frankly and even harshly to his Gujarati brethren, but he was glad
his words always met with a kind response from Gujaratis. It was his habit
to create rivalry not in bad things but in good things between the different
provinces. He was not sure which province would be the first to unfurl the
standard of swaraj when swaraj was established. B^t he felt sure that that
province which would perform its duty in its real sense towards the whole
country would have the good fortune. It was Gujaratis who had responded
splendidly when he had made an appeal for Tilak Swaraj Fund of one crore
of rupees and he was glad his appeal this evening to the Gujaratis of Calcutta
would not go in vain. He knew the very great depression in trade at present;
he, however, had to ask for at least ten lacs of rupees from the Gujarati com-
munity and he hoped that the deficit would be made up within the next
three or four days left for collection.^
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1 The meeting was held at Alfred Theatre in the evening, to mourn the
death of G. R. Das.   Gandhiji presided and spoke after a condolence resolu-
tion had been adopted unanimously.                   ;

2 After the speech was over, a collection for the Deshbandhu Memorial
Fund was made.   The cash and promises to pay amounted to some Rs. 7,000.